
Mr. Mark Zuckerberg 

llnitcd �tatcs �cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 

Chainnan and Chief Executive Officer 
Meta Platfom1s. Inc. 

l Hacker Way

Menlo Park. CA 94025

Re: Report oflnstagram's Algorithm Facilitating Pedophile Networks 

Dear Mr. Zuckerberg: 

The Judiciary Committee is concerned by recent reporting that fnstagram·s algorithm promotes 
and facilitates sexual interest in and activity with children. including the production and sharing 

of Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM). We write to ask for information about the steps Meta 

is taking to address this dangerous trend on one of its most popular platforms. 

Recently, The Wall Street Journal reported that Instagram's algorithm "connects pedophiles and 

guides them to content sellers via recommendation systems that excel at linking those who share 

niche interests:' 1 The reporting is based upon tests of social media platfonns conducted by the 

Stanford Internet Observatory, which produced harrowing results regarding lnstagram. 

Stanford researchers concluded that '·Instagram 's recommendation algorithms are a key reason 

for the platfonn ·s effectiveness in advertising'' CSAM.2 For instance, when researchers used a 

test account to view a single account promoting CSAM, Instagram·s algorithm immediately 

suggested various other accounts used by "sellers" and ·'buyers'' of CSAM.3 In other words, even 

one interaction with one account was enough to bombard the researchers' test account with 
further suggested content sexualizing and commodifying children.4 This appears to be 

particularly endemic to Instagram because of the platform's aggressive recommendation 

algorithm. 5

We are gravely concerned that lnstagram's failure to prevent this perverse use of its algorithms is 
not due to a lack of ability, but instead a lack of initiative and motivation. In other contexts, Meta 
has taken steps to map out user networks facilitated by its algorithm, and has even been able to 

suppress unlawful user content within those networks.6 Nevertheless, the Stanford experts 

1 Jeff Horwitz and Katherine Blunt, Instagram Connects Vast Pedophile Network, THE WALL ST. J.. (Jun. 7, 2023), 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/instagram-vast-pedophile-network-4ab7 I 89?mod=Searchresults_pos I &page= I. 
2 DAVID THIEL ET AL., CROSS-PLATFORM DYNAMICS OF SELF-GENERATES CSAM 2 (Stanford Internet Observatory 
Policy Center) (2023). 
3 Horwitz and Blunt, supra note 1. 
� Id. 

5 See THIEL ET AL., supra note 2, at 8 (describing Twitter's recommendation algorithm as ·'more conservative" than 
lnstagram's, and thus less aggressive in suggesting other child-sex-content accounts). 
6 Horwitz and Blunt, supra note I (describing Meta's actions after the Jan. 6 Capitol riot). 
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