
Chairman Dick Durbin 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

tinitcd �tares �cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 

May 18, 2023 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairman Durbin: 

On May 81\ you and your Democratic colleagues on the Senate Judiciary Committee wrote 
several letters demanding information of a private citizen related to travel and hospitality 

provided to a Supreme Court justice. Your stated concern was the "appearance of undue 
influence that undermines the public's trust in the Court's impartiality." 1 We write with grave 
concerns about your demands. Consistent with its Article I powers and the Rules of the Senate, 
the Committee must have a legitimate legislative purpose for its inquiry into Mr. Crow's affairs, 
and the scope of the inquiry must be reasonably related to its purpose. There appears to be 

neither here. 

These demands are especially troubling given the significant separation of powers concerns at 
issue and the relentless political campaign to attack and undermine confidence in the Court. As 
former Attorney General Michael Mukasey recently testified before the Judiciary Committee, 
"the public is being asked to hallucinate misconduct."2

Your requests appear misaligned and political. Further, they only target conservative members 
of the Supreme Court. To start, your letters claim that you believe "private access" to justices
seemingly when justices socialize with anyone not on the Court-"creates an appearance of 
undue influence that undermines the public's trust in the Court's impartiality." But judges, 

justices, politicians, and other public figures engage with friends in private settings every day
just as anyone else. Congress does not have the authority to demand to know each person with 
whom a justice engages. Indeed, "there is no congressional power to expose for the sake of 
exposure." Watkins v. United States, 354 U.S. 178, 200 (1957). 

Even considering that purported purpose, your requests appear misaligned. We are unable to 
discern any relationship between where other people travel before or after meeting with Justice 

Thomas and your purported concern with "private access" to ajustice.3 

Moreover, numerous examples strongly imply that you do not believe your own claims about the 
dangers of "private access," i.e., socializing. Justices Breyer, Kagan, Kennedy, Ginsburg, and 
Sotomayor were given free trips to the Aspen Institute, "the mountain retreat for the liberal 

1 Letter, Chairman Durbin to Topridge Holdings, LLC, May 8, 2023. 
2 Michael 8. Mukasey, Testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee, May 2, 2023. 
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See Letters, Chairman Durbin to HRZNAR LLC and Rochelle Marine Ltd., May 8, 2023. 








